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Challenges and Opportunities of Buddhist Higher
Education in Taiwan:
A Case Study of Department of Buddhist Studies,
Dharma Drum Institute of Liberal Arts

*

Teng, Wei-jen

ABSTRACT :

The topic of this paper is an analysis of “Buddhist education” or
“Buddhist Studies” in the context of Taiwan’s Higher Education setting
discussing its institutional nature, educational objectives, challenges and
potentials. “Buddhist Studies” as an academic field of study was evolved in
the West during the 19™ century. Since then, it helped to create Buddhist
Studies in the East in which the religion largely weaves into the fabric of the
belief system of the people. In particular, the 19™-century European
Buddhist Studies embedded the Enlightenment’s scientific outlook, was
characterized by positivist philology. Henceforth, the issues to be addressed
in this paper concern with the impact, changes, and challenges by the
Western academic scholarship on the Buddhist education in Taiwan, and, on
the other hand, the advantages and potentials the latter could be expected to
develop in the context of global Buddhist education. In order to carry out
more focused and concrete discussions the analysis will mainly base on the

* Associate Professor, Department of Buddhist Studies, Dharma Drum Institute of
Liberal Arts
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case study of Buddhist Study Department of the Dharma Drum Institute of
Liberal Arts.

K eywor ds: Taiwan’s modern Buddhist Education, Buddhis Studies,
Department of Buddhist Studies, Dharma Drum Institute of
Liberal Arts, Chinese Buddhism
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— IR PR Z R AYBREEER TN Max Miiller:“Miiller was Certainly one
of the most noted and influential figures associated with the institutionalized
emergence of the ‘science of religion’ or ‘comparative religions’ during the last
quarter of the nineteenth century.” &, Girardot, N.J. “Max Miiller’s ‘Sacred Books”
and the Nineteen-Century Production of the Comparative Science of Religions’ in
History of Religions. Vol.41, No.3. The University of Chicago Press,2002,p.213.
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2 De Jong, J.W. A Brief History of Buddhist Studies in Europe and America,
Varanasi: Bharat-Bharati Oriental Publishers & Booksellers, 1976, pp.12-14.

 RARTE T GRS i TR | (Theology ) — & FHTEBREFFE AT LR
BT R B S (B2 flo S AHRARIRE - 712275 ¢ Roger Jackson & John Makransky
Fii4% =~ Buddhist Theology: Critical Reflections by Contemporary Buddhist
Scholars, Cuzon Press, 2000, pp.25-60. SS8NeR > (HEZER T T BL(S (CIAYRA (4
P JE SRR T SR 0 A2 HIIEARIFTE . (CARER T
) o R  IEREIH AR 0 2003 £ 0 1-14 B MSARIFTE 2 (SEENA
JEEHIFEREmAL ) - Wiy (Z2PREEAME) - &L ¢ &R - 2004 4
H 159-180 » LLRESBIARNE ~ (OGRS HERMENF L - NEE 2
B BOER R L) o B ¢ IR AR > 2001 > H 17-40 -
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SR BE M B A LAY R B S B A AR 2 R AR R T R

Y RN FHARYERTZE 58 ¢ Schleiermacher, Friedrich. Brief outline of the study of
theology: drawn up to serve as the basis of introductory lectures, translated by
William Farrer into English. Edinburgh : T. & T. Clark ; London : Hamilton,
Adams, & Co, 1850.

} BEARERN RV ESIR SRR ThRER ) (disenchantment) 37 RyiE RIS

HEN% o SREER I RIS - BB R PERS EEH RE T

m] > EEARAS B SORREA R S S 5 » AV AN - M bR BEAD R E TR

JENFAIEMERE TR o iR JJ & - Weber, Max. The Sociology of Religion. [First

Print.1920], London: Methuen, 1971. p.270.

BEHA Max Miiller FYRFZE5E ¢ Jon R. Stone (ed.), The Essential Max Miiller: On

Language, Mythology, and Religion. New York: Palgrave, 2002.

TR SEEEEHSE (Religious Studies ) AT R EAETEMEERY Religionswissenschaft
(science of religion) » TAFILFEFE 1 = NI AREAHEAEHY“History of Religion”
R TL I T R — P VB IL A ER R BB T S -
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T EROI SRS IRE S > B P R S A A7 2R S S AR i RS

P R BA BB LR BTN KR T RS /MR
BATNIE S HIAVER L © Redfield, Robert. The little community. Chicago: University
of Chicago Press, 1956. fE{HZHFE T I A B4 B/ IMEAR (AT 22 AT BH
¢ H[ 2% Spiro, Melford. Buddhism and Society: A Great Tradition and Its
Burmese Vicissitudes. Second, expanded edition. California: University of
California Press, 1982, pp.3-30.

Schopen F2%%E T EHIFE HEAT ERFEHIEIEE B » FNREERE=K ~F -
8 By =Rl AC SR DB B MAE AV EY) - ZEAAAY  (prescriptive) > 5%
BhFIE T B BRI AN % - 55275 © Schopen, Gregory. Bones, stones,
and Buddhist monks: collected papers on the archaeology, epigraphy, and texts of

©

monastic Buddhism in India, University of Hawaii Press, 1997, pp.114-115.
0 B SEHINES - B3 - BIIIAE ¢ Daniel L. Pals. Eight Theories of Religion.
London. Oxford University Press, 2006.
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Vicissitudes. Second, expanded edition. California: University of California Press,
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EEmIVERR > BT R T A SRR - Bl > EREIEE
AR B T 2 RN IRERR r [E AR B 8 78 1957 1 1986
PUKe 1987 E1] 2016 » 37 40 By ~ 35 ~ HEEGEEAF (BIESEE T
s ) B RE A B RS AR o BT SOw P B =R RS T L AT - HAETAS
SREFRH 1957 2 1986 HyH ~ 3 ~ HICHIEEH5C R = -/ o D
HETIR ~ TEAYIDL RSB A T -

11 1987 £ 2016 FYBL S (AT  RIBAR (B B4R SO FE AT -
1 R SR B R A B SR 5e 3, - RN BRI ER AL - DK
b e S (B S L BhEARE T - P 1987 F 2016 (Y ~ HIZAYHE

P EERS AT A (AOHREIARE ~ HA) (RS RTSE A AR
B 0 (BB 5T s b se Ul T B Ak B RS2 - A2 hERH I
( Buddhist Studies ) °

“in contrast to the studies from 1957-1986, additional attention has been allotted
to the social and cultural impacts of Buddhism on Western culture. The dialogue
between Buddhism and the secular world is dualistic. On the one hand, the
secularization of Buddhism continued to receive considerable attention,
especially in the context of Sinification. On the other hand, Buddhist practices
were linked with contemporary secular concerns, including psychological health,
ethics, sexuality, and caring for the terminally ill. A close affinity was also
observed between “Pure Land School of Buddhism” and “Buddhism and the
secular world.” Tang & al.2019.” 2% Tang, M.-C., Teng, W. and Lin, M.
“Determining the critical thresholds for co-word network based on the theory of
percolation transition: A case study in Buddhist studies,” Journal of
Documentation, Vol. 76 No. ,2019, p. 474.
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4 £ H : Rahula, Walpola. History of Buddhism in Ceylon: The Anuradhapura

period, 3rd Century BC-10th Century AD. M.D. Gunasena Publication, 1966,

pp.158-161.

£:H ! Rungram Gyaltrul Rinpoche. “Gampopa, the Monk and the Yogi: His life

and Teachings.” Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation. Harvard University, 2004,

pp.79-90.
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