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Xuanzang's Bone Relics During World War I

Sakaida Yukiko"

ABSTRACT:

In the winter of 1942, troops of The Central China Expeditionary Army
(Nanking Arsenal, Lieutenant Colonel Takamori) discovered Xuanzang's
bone relics. The Japanese Army returned the relics to their Chinese alliesin
order to foster “Sino-Japanese Friendship”, and the Wang Jingwel
government ceremoniously rebuilt Xuanzang's Pagoda in 1944. Further,
some fragments of Xuanzang's bone relics were transferred from Nanjing to
Beijing and Tianjin by Chinese Buddhists.

After the war, different questions regarding the discovery and
distribution of Xuanzang's relics emerged in China, Japan, and Taiwan. For
example, did the Japanese army steal Xuanzang's relics? How did
Xuanzang's relics come to Japan? How many temples were in the possession
of relic fragments? Are the relics real? Using diplomatic communications,
newspapers, journals, and other historicd materials collected in
China,Japan,and Taiwan,this paper reexamines the circumstances of the
wartime discovery and distribution of Xuanzang's bonerelics.

Keywords: Xuanzang's bone relics, Xuanzang's Pagoda of Nanjing,
Jionji-temple(Saitama Pri.) , MIZUNO Baigyo, the modern
history of Sino-Japanese buddhist friendship

*Researcher, TheAichi University Institute of International Affairs
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