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Comparative Study on Different Path in
Hermeneutic by Master Yinshun and Rudolf
Bultmann
-- and on the Fallacy of Criticizing the “Demystification”

Zhou, Fei-fei *

ABSTRACT:

Master Yin-shun and Rudolf Bultmann were two philosophers who
responded positively to Religion in the situation of Modernity. They
reinterpret the classic texts of the religions they believe in the core values of
religion, that is, “transcendence”. This paper compares the different paths
between the “demystification” of Buddhism and Bultmann’s “demythology”
to Christianity. It points out that when the two people explain their religions
rationally, though their thinking operations are very different, the way and
result of the final presentation are quite similar—with the unique rational
thinking of Buddhism, Yin-shun deconstructed the curtain of the Buddhist
mystery, and it will bring transcendence back to the daily practice of the
present reality through the theoretical level, while Bultmann unscrambles
and maintains the mystery of the Bible text with the unique rational thinking
of Philosophical Hermeneutics through the philosophical explanation of
existentialism, the transcendence that has been obscured is revealed in the
consciousness of “Existenz”. In the mainland, some scholars have made a
so-called “criticism” on the “demystification” path from the original thought
of Buddhism. This article also reveals its fallacies and its root cause.

Keywords: transcendentality, Yin-shun, Bultmann, demythology, rationalization

: Ph.D Candidate, Department of Philosophy, East China Normal University
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