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Religious Dialogue and Individual:
A Discussion within Malaysian Context

Ching, Thing-ho *

ABSTRACT:

Malaysia is a multi-ethnic and multi-culture society, diversity is
manifested in various aspects, including religion. However, due to the effect
of racial politics, its religious identities have been colored by racial tone,
even are ‘racialized’ and fall into the narrow and xenophobic gutter of
tribalism. Recently, inter religion dialogue is seen as one of the way to
overcome misunderstandings and stereotypes, so to build up a harmonious
society. But theories related to religious dialogue, including its ethical aspect,
are still in a very preliminary stage. In Malaysia, religious dialogues are
always seen as dialogues between representatives of different religious
traditions or groups, while individuals as the believers are relatively
neglected. Modernity is based on individuality. The phenomenon of
individualization of religion is happening in some societies, and this also
reflected the trend of democratization of religion. The realization of
individuality and awareness of self-determination is conducive to the
elimination of the possible tribalism within dialogue parties’ psychology and
thinking, which is also more in line with the ideal of civil society.

Keywords: Malaysia, religious dialogue, tribalism, individual, modernity

* Senior Lecturer, Department of Chinese Studies, Faculty of Arts and Social

Sciences, University of Malaya



SRR R P SRR — (PR 115

— 5|5  SERHABRIMAEFIREUE

Bl i DUSRBIER 74 6 A ST HA A PR 2R PE RE B 2 TR BB %R - H
LB TFBCUL TR A FRBUE I REHR R R EE ~ 2R -
BE O DURRPERR ~ HE - IEBUFHSES [ ARERE SR B
77 o SREVERPGRE AR - BUE KA E 1B E IR TR BNy
"TEHT ) AHMSEAEER - I - P (Iban) ~ REELGE
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347-356.
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IR 4hsk 3 5 2R, Ting, H., “Malaysian History Textbooks and the Discourse
of Ketuanan Melayu,” in Goh, D. P. S. et al. (Eds.), Race and Multiculturalism in
Malaysia and Singapore (Oxon: Routledge, 2009), pp. 36-52.
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EE R EE AR AP | > 22 H, Mohamad Abu Bakar, “Islam, Civil Society,
and Ethnic Relations in Malaysia,” in Mitsuo, N., Siddique, S. & Bajunid, O. F.
(Eds.), Islam and Civil Society in Southeast Asia (Singapore: Institute of Southeast
Asian Studies, 2001), pp. 57-75 ; 55 0] £27% Patricia 7558 553K 7Y sa A T A 2 4

TWEEH(E | (racialised ) HYEHEL » A Martinez, P., “Islam, Mahathir and the New
Malay dilemma,” in Ho, K. L. & Chin, J. (Eds.), Mahathis Administration:
Performance and Crisis in Governance (Singapore: Times Books International,
2001), pp. 213-251.
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? % H Haviland, W. A., Cultural Anthropology (Fort Worth: Harcourt Brace College
Publishers, 1996), pp. 330-351.

2 B JH S “Modernity triumphed when man was no longer part of nature, when

he recognized that nature existed within him.” 5% Touraine, A., Critique of

Modernity (Cambridge, MA: Blackwell Publishers, 1995), p. 208.
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2 25 Ahmad F. Yousif, Religious Freedom, Minorities and Islam: An Inquiry into
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the Malaysian Experience (Selangor: Thinker’s Library, 1998), pp. 163-167.
» 2 H Chandra Muzaffar, Islamic Resurgence in Malaysia (Petaling Jaya: Penerbit
Fajar Bakti, 1987), p. 99.
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2 JE37 B¢, the individual believer does not need intermediaries, that he has the

primary responsibility for his own spiritual destiny, that he has the right and duty
to come to his own relationship with his God in his own way and by his own
effort.” - 225, Lukes, S., Individualism (Oxford: Basil, 1973), p. 94.

¥ JH37 By“the really permanent attainment of individualism was due to a religious

and not a secular movement, to the Reformation and not to the Renaissance.” !
FA Nt

25 Turner, B. S., Religion and Social Theory (London: Sage Publications, 1991,
2" ed.), p. 161.

26
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( Jika kita perhatikan sejak mutakhir ini, terdapat usaha segelintir pihak
memanipulasi perjuangan kebebasan dan hak asasi manusia yang berasaskan
fahaman liberal Barat untuk mencabar Islam.) ;| B2 Utusan Malaysia, 10 June
2012 580 g EAH IS E 2 G AE 1993 FEH S EIR G 55 © “The rights
of the majority are just as valid as the rights of minority or the individual. A

society has a right to protect itself from the unbridled exercise of rights by
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individuals or a minority which in the West has contributed to the collapse of
morality and the structure of human society.” 5|H Mohd. Yusof Hasan,
Pemikiran Mahathir Mohamad: kesinambungan gelombang keintelektualisme
Melayu Global dari Munshi Abdullah dan Za’ba (B EAE © 448 CPHLiERAL
TP &y PERERIG AR 5 FIak{3 T 2 ZE40) (Shah Alam: Pusat Penerbit
Universiti, Universiti Teknologi MARA, 2008), p. 295 - #IHESE ~ AR5
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