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An Intersection between the Environmental
Practice of Holmes Rolston III and Buddhists

Cheng, Chin-fa *

ABSTRACT:

I will address whether there is a suitable illustrative mode in religion
which can connect both the current environmental crisis and contemporary
environmental practice. What called intersection is meant that a framework
has been constructed by Holmes Rolston III and Buddhist environmental
ethics. There are three main points in this article: Rolston’s environmental
ethics and religion, the foundation of Buddhist environmental practice, and
an operative guideline integrating both for the present day. Rolston’s
environmental ethics, explained from the approach of the theory of natural
values, aims to disclose what the original relation between environmental
ethics and religion is. Rolston identifies a human being as a “religious agent”.
The foundation of Buddhist environmental practice is based on dependent
origination. I will reflect on whether this foundation is a stable one or not. In
conclusion, a more universal environmental ethic can take shape.

Keywords: Holmes Rolston 11, the theory of natural values, environmental
ethics, Buddhism, dependent origination

: Postdoctoral Fellow, Graduate Institute of Philosophy, National Central University
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8847 Rolston, H. “Caring for Nature: What Science and Economics Can’t Teach
Us but Religion Can,” Environmental Values 15 No. 3 (Aug 2006): 307-313 - DL 5z
Rolston H. A New Environmental Ethics: the next millennium for life on earth
(New York: Routledg, 2012) -

7 Rolston, H. Philosophy Gone Wild: Environmental Ethics, op. cit., p. 92.

* Hettinger, N. “Religion in Rolston’s environmental ethics,” op. cit., p. 63.
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0 Ibid., p. 345.
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3! Rolston, H. “Saving Creation: Faith Shaping Environmental Policy,” Harvard Law
& Policy Review Vol. 4 (2010): 122.
32 Ibid., p. 137.
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37 Rolston, H. “Saving Creation: Faith Shaping Environmental Policy,” op. cit., p. 125.
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3% Ibid., pp. 565-566.
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