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The Research of the Jade Boy Statue in the
Underground Palace of Leifeng Pagoda:
the Sudhana of an Individual Holy Figure

in the Five Dynasties

Chen, Chun-chi

ABSTRACT:

The topics of the appearance of Sudhana who was an individual holy
figure in China was interesting and noteworthy. A jade boy statue was
excavated from underground palace of Leifeng Pagoda in Hangzhou in 2001.
The jade boy statue was similar to Sudhana, so it was named “Sudhana”.
Some scholars dissented, but archaeologists to date have yet to find books
and other written works in this type of style. So this paper re-explored the
statues. After exploring, the author knew the jade boy statue was Sudhana.
This case of the Sudhana was very special in the Tang and Five Dynasties. It
was the Independent development of an individual holy figure. And it had a
dash of patriotism.

Keywords: Gandavyiiha, Avatamsaka Sutra, Leifeng Pagoda, underground
palace
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