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Vyakarana in Chinese Buddhism and Images

with Vyakarana Stories in Chinese Art

Yang, Yu-ju *

ABSTRACT:

“Vyakarana” means explanation, answer or declaration in the primary,
and finally turns into a specific ideology interconnected with the prophecy
that one should gain Buddhahood in the future. In the Northern Wei Dynasty,
there are lots of sculptures and murals about the most famous one, the Jataka
tale of Dipamkara Buddha’s Prophecy. But this is not the only one subject of
vyakarana stories in ancient Chinese art. On the other hand, there are some
subjects didn’t come into public notice, which are only found in China, such
as Maitreya-vyakarana and the patriarchs. Furthermore, according to
historical records, we can see the influence of vyakarana ideology not only
in religion but also in politics, which shows the differences between the
vyakarana ideology in India and in China.

Keywords: Vyakarana, prophecy, Dipamkara Buddha’s Prophecy,
Maitreya-vyakarana, patriarchs

* PhD in History (Dunhuang studies), Lanzhou University, China
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Tena kho pana samayena sambahulehi bhikkhthi bhagavato santike
afifa byakata(vyakata) hoti— “khia jati, vusitam brahmacariyam,

katam karaniyam, naparam itthattayati pajanama’ti.”
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kho pana samayena sambahulehi bhikkhiihi bhagavato santike afifa
byakata(vyakata) hoti ; 7& " Bl - EAEBRIL R > REMERTE LS
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HB) By (a7 Z84% ) (Acelakassapasuttam ) 91 :

puccheyyama mayam bhavantam gotamam kaficideva desam, sace
no bhavam gotamo okasam karoti paiihassa veyyakaranayati.”>
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& o (HEOR -
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ayasmata, bhante, sariputtena afifia byakata— ‘khina jati, vusitam

brahmacariyam, katam karantyam, naparam itthattaya’ti paj anamt’ti.”’
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